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is the alternative? How can one allow the Nazi idea to
grip the world?"
'That doesn't answer my question."
"I can't answer the question I put to myself every
morning when I read the news. The trouble is there is
too much iman in us. We are the sort of people who
don't hit our wrorst enemy when he is down. Our tradi-
tion is never to stab a man in the back."
That day the phrase "a stab in the back" was first
used in our office. Later it headed a first editorial in our
paper against the declared policy of the Congress. We
were a nationalist paper. In face of the Congress atti-
tude it was a difficult position to maintain.
A few days later there came the news of Dunkirk*
Dunkirk was defeat. There were many Indians who
smirked when they heard of the hurried British re-
treat. No one could blame the Indians for their bitter-
ness. They remembered the British at Amritsar. They
remembered the long record of being held dowTi by
armed might. They rememberd the struggle which had
been grim and hard. They had memories and scars
which still felt sore.
In a bus, the conductor was punching tickets. A gust
of wind caught one of these little pieces of paper and it
flew away. An illiterate and uneducated Indian said in
an undertone to the conductor, "Like a Dunkirk hero
your ticket has run away/' There was a trace of mockery
on his face.
It was not the Indian's fault that he regarded Dun-
kirk as sordid and cowardly. The great machinery of
propaganda and information had forced him to come
to that conclusion. It had tried to pass off Dunkirk as
a withdrawal according to plan.
Propaganda in India was bad. The men who con>